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Join us for the
16th Annual 55+ Expo
You won’t want to miss the op-

portunity to have your business in 
front of the largest, fastest growing 
population in Delaware! Last year 
over 4,500 people attended the 55+ 
Expo to find the latest in products 
and services and information offered 
to the senior population.

The 55+ Expo will take place on 
Tuesday, April 18, 2017, from 9:00am 
to 3:00pm at Dover Downs® Hotel & 
Casino in Dover. It is one of the larg-
est Expos in Delaware of its kind!

Your business will not only receive 
a tremendous amount of exposure 
at this event, but you will have an 
opportunity to showcase your prod-
ucts and services with interested 
consumers. Over 100 vendors will 
fill the Rollins Center with booth 
displays creating a wonderful atmo-
sphere to gain new customers and 
clients for your business.

Free health screenings and in-
formational tables will be offered 
by Bayhealth Medical Center in the 
Wellness Center. Each table will have 
consultants on hand to help you ob-
tain the knowledge needed to put 
you on the path to better health. The 
Expo will also feature sponsor-con-
ducted seminars, live entertainment, 
a cooking show, and free giveaways.  
The Volunteer Fair will be offered for 
those individuals who want to stay 
active in their community. Are you 
looking for helpful volunteers? Don’t 
miss out on this great opportunity!

Brand new to the 55+ Expo will 
be the Caregiver’s Support Center 
which is brought to you by Nurse 
Next Door. The area will be packed 
full of important information needed 

to take care of our parents or grand-
parents.

By signing up before March 1st, 
you will save $75 on your exhibit fee 
and you will gain advance publicity 
for the Expo.

Cost per booth is $375 for CDCC 
Non-profit or CDCC State Agency 
Members; $425 for CDCC Members 
if paid by March 1st ($500 after that 
date); and $700 for Non-members 
(which includes CDCC membership 
for one year).  Special double booth 
rates are also available. An 8’ x 10’ 
exhibit space will include a skirted 
table with two chairs, a booth identi-
fication sign and electricity.

Call the CDCC office at 302-734-
7513 to request a brochure or visit 
www.cdcc.net/55plus for more infor-
mation or to register online today!
Wellness Center Gold Sponsor: 
 Bayhealth Medical Center
Caregivers Center for Solutions & 
Support Gold Sponsor: 
 Nurse Next Door
Gold Sponsor: 
 The Center at Eden Hill
Silver Sponsors:  
 Dover/Kent County MPO with 
DART, DelDOT & DMV
 Home Instead Senior Care  
 Noble’s Pond
 The Grande Apartments
Media Sponsor is:  
 Dover Post 
Event Sponsor is:  
 Dover Downs® Hotel & Casino
Entertainment Sponsor: 
 iHeartmedia (1410 WDOV 
& 1450 WILM)

Wednesday, March 29th  
5pm-7pm

Please join us at our next Sunset 
Business Mixer at Johnny Janosik’s 
BRAND NEW World of Furniture Show-
room, located at 4719 S. DuPont Hwy. 
in Dover. There will be complimentary 
hors d’oeuvres, drinks, great door priz-
es, and the Member of the Month will 
be selected for a special promotion 
of their company. Come network and 
have a great time with the Central 
Delaware Chamber of Commerce and 
celebrate the grand opening of Johnny 
Janosik!

The monthly Sunset Business Mixer 
allows members and guests to network 
while meeting business owners and 
representatives from other companies. 
Don’t forget your business cards – they 
provide a great way to exchange infor-
mation with one another and to partic-
ipate in our door prizes!

The Central Delaware Honorary 
Mayor Official/Unofficial Debate will 
also take place! Attendees will hear 
each candidate “battle it out” in their 
first Honorary Mayor event as they 
each introduce their campaigns to the 
crowd! The Honorary Mayor program 
is a way for candidates to advertise 
their business and it is a fundraiser 
for the Central Delaware Chamber of 
Commerce.

If you plan to attend, please RSVP 
at the CDCC office at 734-7513 or email 
us at adminassistant@cdcc.net. You 
can also sign up through our website 
at www.cdcc.net and click on the Event 
Calendar date March 29th. There is 
no fee to attend and feel free to bring 
guests!



Milestones to 
Remember

(The Cornerstone Membership 
Program of the Central Delaware 
Chamber of Commerce (CDCC) 
was created to prominently 
recognize the businesses that 
have consistently supported the 
growth of the Kent County com-
munity. Cornerstone Members are 
made up of Kent County’s stron-
gest, most influential businesses. 
Each Cornerstone Member plays 
an important role through the in-
vestment of time, leadership and 
resources. The CDCC appreciates 
the Cornerstone Members for their 
ongoing support and commitment 
of making Kent County the best 
place to live, work and prosper.)

Kraft Heinz provides foods of 
high quality, great taste and nu-
trition for all eating occasions 
whether at home, in restaurants 
or on the go. The Company’s icon-
ic brands include Kraft, Heinz, 
Stove Top, Shake and Bake, Tang, 

Crystal Light, Kool Aid, Baker’s, 
ABC, Capri Sun, Classico, Jell-O, 
Lunchables, Maxwell House, Ore-
Ida, Oscar Mayer, Philadelphia 
(Cream Cheese), Planters, Plas-
mon, Quero, Weight Watchers 
Smart Ones and Velveeta. 

Kraft Heinz is dedicated to 
the sustainable health of its con-
sumers and Company, the planet 
and the people of the communi-
ty. Through partnerships with 
organizations like Rise Against 
Hunger (formerly known as Stop 
Hunger Now), Kraft Heinz has 
provided more than 2 billion 
meals to those in need. In 2010, 
the Kraft Heinz Dover plant spon-
sored a KaBOOM! playground 
that was built right here in Cen-
tral Delaware.   

Kraft Heinz Dover is the 
third-largest employer in the 
area. The plant’s estimated con-
tribution to the local economy in 

payroll, utilities, taxes, and local 
goods and services totals approx-
imately $35 million annually.

Kraft Heinz Dover is divided 
into three operations: Desserts, 
Beverages and Bread Network. 
Located at 1250 West North Street 
in Dover, the facilities are housed 
under 1 million square feet of roof 
on 117 acres. Kraft Heinz Dover 
opened as a General Foods facto-
ry in 1964 through the merging of 
four plants: Franklin Baker plant 
of N.J., Jell-O plant of N.Y., Walter 
Baker plant of Mass. and Minute 
plant of Mass.. 

In 1969, they announced that 
the Dover plant would temporar-
ily produce Kool-Aid, which it did 
until 1987, and then later brought 
Kool-Aid back to Dover in 1992. 
By 1976, the Dover factory ran its 
500th million case of Jell-O Gela-
tin. In 1991, the Dover plant con-
tinued to expand its product line 

by producing Minute Microwave, 
which was a variety of shelf stable 
rice and pasta products. 

In February of 2009, Kraft 
Heinz Dover installed two Crystal 
Light multi-serve lines and add-
ed 10.5 million pounds of Cana-
dian volume to its dry packaged 
desserts and Shake ‘N Bake lines. 
Just over a year later, the plant 
installed a new high-speed coco-
nut line that replaced four aging 
coconut lines. 

On Jan. 2, 2017, the plant be-
gan making bread in a new state-
of-the-art bakery. 

“We are really excited to be 
baking bread in Dover,” Dover 
Plant Materials Manager Alex 
Guardi stated. “The bakery will 
make significant use of automa-
tion.” 

The bakery alone is 50,000 
square feet and has brought over 
25 new jobs to Dover.

Kraft Heinz is now the 
fifth-largest food and bever-
age company in the world. Kraft 
Heinz Dover is doing wonderful, 
amazing things for Kent County. 
We, at the CDCC, are excited to 
see what’s to come! 
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Introducing the CDCC Cornerstone Members: 

 Energy/Utility Banking 

Car Dealership Manufacturing 
Insurance Real Estate 

Casino/Entertainment 

March Madness – CDCC Style
The NCAA is not the only orga-

nization gearing up for March Mad-
ness.  Here at the CDCC we have our 
own version of March Madness com-
ing your way!     

Our March Madness kicks off on 
March 2nd, as our four candidates 
running for the coveted position of 
Honorary Mayor of Central Dela-
ware battle it out at the Honorary 
Mayor Guest Bartending Event be-
ing held at Cowboy Up starting at 
5:30 p.m.  Each candidate will have a 
signature cocktail of some type and 
they will compete for tips toward 
their campaign.  Running for Hon-
orary Mayor this year we have:  Gigi 
Boyd, Lady Lifters Gym; Parris Pat-
ten, Allstate Parris Patten & Insur-
ance; Dr. Dina Vendetti, St. John’s 
Lutheran School; and Sarah Zim-
merman, First State Heritage Park.    
At the end of the month, we will 
host the Unofficial Debate with our 
candidates, and this year we plan to 
switch it up just a bit to make it a lit-
tle more fun and entertaining.   You 
will have to stay tuned for the loca-
tion announcement for this event!   

Continuing with our March Mad-
ness CDCC Style, we will be host-
ing one of our biggest events of the 
year – our Annual Legislative Lun-
cheon.    This year the Luncheon will 
be held on Wednesday, March 22nd.   
We will be back at Dover Downs® 
Hotel & Casino.  We will open the 
doors at 11:00 a.m. to allow guests to 

visit with the vendors and network 
before the official program begins.   
Our Legislative Luncheon provides 
our members with an opportunity to 
communicate directly with our area 
legislators on issues that will affect 
their business.   This event provides 
a great give and take of information 
which benefits both our CDCC busi-
ness members and our legislators. 

We will wrap up our March Mad-
ness on April 18th as we will host 
the 16th Annual 55+ Expo at Dover 
Downs® Hotel & Casino.  Doors will 
open at 9 a.m. to some 5,000 attend-
ees.  This year attendees will again 
be able to visit the Wellness Center 
brought to you by Bayhealth Medi-
cal Center. Due to the fact that many 
of us are now finding ourselves pro-
viding care to our parents, grandpar-
ents, loved ones and friends we are 
placing a special focus this year on 
our Caregiver’s Center for Solutions 
& Support, brought to you by Nurse 
Next Door.   The 55+ Expo is an ex-
pansive event with over 100 vendors, 
a cooking show, live entertainment, 
and educational programs.   With the 
addition of the Caregiver’s Center 
for Solutions & Support this show 
really has something for everyone.  

So, as you can see the CDCC ab-
solutely does have its very own ver-
sion of March Madness!!!  Come join 
us!!  

Cornerstone Member: Kraft Heinz

Ms. Marieclaire Odell ....................................FirstService Residential
21 Christopher Way, Eatontown, NJ 07724...................(732) 963-0225

Alan Gardner ...................................................................... Growth, Inc.
311 Ruthar Drive, Newark, DE 19711 ............................(302) 366-0848

Mr. Cory Thomas .........................................Impact Insurance Agency
312 Main St Box 145, FRNT, CLAYTON, DE 19938 ....(302) 363-7785

Mr. Brad North .................................................... MidEnterprises, LLC
208 Stirrup Ct., Middletown, DE 19709 ........................(302) 376-6833

Ms Karen Burton ..................................... NAWBO Delaware Chapter
P. O. Box 4657, Greenville, DE 19807 .............................(302) 981-4117

Edward Conti ................................................... Pivot Physical Therapy
1015 S. Governor's Avenue, Dover, DE 19904 ...............(302) 730-4800

Mr. Anthony George ..................................................................Qnectus 
300 Creek View Road, Suite 202, Newark, DE 19711 ..(302) 397-0121

Tajesh Patel ................................................................TDP Wireless Inc 
935 N Dupont Hwy., , Milford, DE 19963.......................(302) 505-1019

New Members



Vector Security
The Central Delaware Chamber 

of Commerce (CDCC) joined Vector 
Security for a Ribbon Cutting Cer-
emony to celebrate their member-
ship with the CDCC. Community 
members, friends, and Mayor Robin 
Christiansen attended to celebrate 
this wonderful business!

For over 40 years, Vector Securi-
ty has been a nationally recognized 
leader in home security and business 
security systems by providing cus-
tom security solutions created specif-
ically to their clients’ needs. Through 
their Milford, Delaware location and 
network of local branches and autho-
rized dealers across North America, 
they provide intelligent security solu-
tions to hundreds of thousands of 
satisfied customers every day.

Jeff Gross of Vector Security’s Mil-
ford, Delaware Branch was a prior 
police officer. He is a military veteran 
and has been in the security industry 
for over six years. 

Today, Vector Security has 
emerged as a leader in the security 
industry, providing intelligent securi-
ty and home automation solutions to 
more than 300,000 homes and busi-
nesses in North America, with mul-
tiple awards won for its outstanding 
service, including a recent Angie's 
List Super Service Award.  Vector Se-
curity is consistently ranked as one of 
the top home security system provid-
ers in the United States with some of 
the best home automation and se-
curity services available. In addition 
to their residential offerings, Vector 
Security has gained a reputation as a 
premier provider of business securi-
ty solutions. Whether a company has 
one location or thousands, Vector Se-
curity provides the security for some 
of the largest brand names in North 
America.

To receive the latest Delaware 
home security news and business se-
curity news, read customer reviews or 
see what’s happening with the Dela-
ware Vector Security team, check out 
Vector Security’s Facebook @vector-
security. Contact Jeff Gross at 240-
319-0536 for more information about 
Vector Security and how he can get 
your business or home protected. 
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Cornerstone Member: i.g. Burton & Company
i.g. Burton & Company Opens Third location in Historic Lewes … Continuing to Grow!

(The Cornerstone Membership Program of the 
Central Delaware Chamber of Commerce was cre-
ated to prominently recognize the businesses that 
have consistently supported the growth of the Kent 
County business community. Cornerstone Mem-
bers are made up of Kent County’s strongest, most 
influential businesses. Each Cornerstone Member 
plays an important role through the investment of 
time, leadership and resources. The CDCC appre-
ciates the Cornerstone Members for their ongoing 
support and commitment of making Kent County 
the best place to live, work and prosper.)

In August of 2016, i.g. Burton & Company ac-
quired the Lewes Automall in historic Lewes Del-
aware. “We have been looking for the right oppor-
tunity to expand our footprint on Delmarva for 
the last few years” said President/Owner of i.g. 
Burton & Company, Charles L Burton. “When the 
opportunity came along it was a no brainer.”  

Since August, the Lewes Automall location has 
grown to be one of the largest stores of the i.g. 
Burton Family Auto Group. Franchised dealer-
ship for Chevrolet, Buick and GMC vehicles, they 
offer a full service dealership with new and pre-
owned vehicles. The Lewes location has a service 
department, parts department and a collision re-
pair facility. Harnessing the power of the i.g. Bur-
ton brand gives incredible resources that many 
dealerships do not have access to.  “Our custom-
ers have multiple locations to make it convenient 
for sales and service.” Operations Manager Pete 
Renzi expressed.  “We have already witnessed sig-

nificant growth in Lewes, bringing the i.g. Burton 
way of doing business to Lewes.” 

i.g. Burton is a 109 year old local business that 
has been serving Delmarva since 1908. The ac-
quisition adds Buick and GMC to the company's 
roster of vehicles, including Chevrolet, Chrysler, 
Dodge, Jeep, Mercedes-Benz and BMW. Burton’s 
also operates stores in Milford and Seaford. 

The i.g. Burton Lewes Automall will feature an 
expanded line of preowned vehicles. Pete Renzi 
said the Lewes location adds about 300 vehicles 
to i.g. Burton's stock, which already includes 
about 1,500 vehicles ready to hit the road from 
the company's Seaford and Milford locations. For 
more information about i.g. Burton call 302-422-
3041 or visit their website at www.igburton.com.

February’s Chamber 
Connections listed the home 

address of Jeff Gross  
with Vector Security.  

Please use the address 
below for business inquiries:

Vector Security
409 S. DuPont Hwy
Milford, DE  19963

Congratulations to Jeff Gross with Vector Security for being pinned as a 5-Star Member at 
February’s Sunset Business Mixer! 



By Heather Pleasants,  
Director, LCD Program, Class of 2017

With politics and government in 
our National headlines these days, 
it was a welcome relief and honor 
for the LCD Class of 2017 to visit 
our State Capital and learn first-
hand the history of  government 
of our great state of Delaware, but 
also to see our government and pol-
itics in action! 

The day started with a wonder-
ful presentation/discussion by Sec-
retary of State Jeffrey Bullock on 
the State Initiatives for 2017, then, 
proceeded to a panel discussion on 
How Government Works with Rep-
resentative Daniel Short, Represen-
tative Quinn Johnson, and Scott 
Kidner of C.S. Kidner & Associates.  

From there, the class enjoyed a 
wonderful and informative tour of 
Legislative Hall by Sarah Zimmer-
man, First State Heritage Park.  

They learned about the history of 
the “First State”- such as the first 
Governors of the State went by the 
title, “President”, that the “Blue 
Hens” were a breed of chickens/
hens that were owned by Captain 
Caldwell of the 2nd Company of 
patriot fighters from Kent County, 
Delaware in the Revolutionary War. 
He and his company used these 
chickens/hens in cock fights, a pop-
ular amusement at the time, and 
they gained a reputation for their 
ferocity and fighting success there-
by taking the name as “The Fight-
ing Blue Hens” from Delaware!

Next, the class was presented 
with 2 Hot Topic Round Table Dis-
cussions:

1.) Minimum Wage - A discussion 
about the current proposed Bill be-
fore the legislature regarding rais-
ing the minimum wage in DE from 

the current $8.25/hr. to $10.25/hr. by 
2020. Presenters for this topic were 
Representative Trey Paradee and 
Janie Libby, the Chair of the Cham-
ber Board of Directors.      

2.)  Gas Tax Increase -  A dis-
cussion about a current proposal 
in the House about raising the gas 
tax from 0.23/gallon to potentially 
0.37/gallon.  Presenting for this top-
ic:  Mike Riemann, Becker Morgan, 
President of the Civil Engineering 
Association and Rob Book, Vice 
President of Membership Services, 
Delaware Electric Cooperative.  

The final part of the day the LCD 
Class of 2017 itself took part in a 
“Mock City Council Meeting” with 
assigned roles and a scenario to 
petition for annexation before the 
City Council.   Mayor Robin Chris-
tiansen and Councilman Bill Hare 
were on hand to help with the pro-
ceedings. 

The take-aways from this memo-
rable day were:

1.)  Learned a great deal about 
the History of Delaware

2.)  Got a glimpse into how Dela-
ware State Government works

3.)  Saw articulate arguments 
expressed on both sides of various 
issues

And, perhaps most surprising 
and enlightening, we saw:

1.) Differing opinions and posi-
tions argued and articulated in a 
respectful way

2.) Opponents and Colleagues 
alike LISTENING & RESPECT-
ING each other

3.) Colleagues from different 
sides of the aisle actually LIKING 
each other

4.) Joking, Camaraderie and 
FRIEDSHIP within the parties!  

Perhaps, Washington DC. Could 
take a lesson from Delaware?  
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It’s “Politics NOT as Usual” 
for the LCD Class of 2017

Government & Politics Day!

Co-Chair for the day, Bill Schaefer from New Penn Financial, jokes with Scott Kidner of C.S. Kidner & 
Associates before the panel discussion. 

Sarah Zimmerman, from First State Heritage Park gives an informative & entertaining tour of Legisla-
tive Hall! 

Representative Trey Paradee “stating his case” for minimum wage increases while Co-Chairs for the day Bill Schaefer from New Penn Financial and Janie 
Libby from Dover Downs Hotel & Casino listen in. 

LCD Class Members in “Mock City Council Meeting”       The LCD Class of 2017 in Legislative Hall 
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Meet 
The Candidates!

Honorary Mayor Candidate – Gigi Boyd
Gigi Boyd - Lady Lifters Gym

Campaign Slogan:    Lifting Votes for Gigi

Campaign Song:   "My Chick Bad"

Signature Drink:    Something with chocolate or 
whiskey...hmm maybe both!!

What prompted you to run for Honorary Mayor?
I was nominated.

What is the first “official act” you’d like to do as 
the Honorary Mayor?

Make the CDCC have better food at mixers.  I 
want a real key to the city and a bat signal with a 
kettlebell signal.

Why should people vote for you?
Everyone loves Gigi, I am a down to earth, real 

genuine person. I like to be original at anything 
I do. I am giving, compassionate, have an open 
heart, fun loving and very active in the community.  
I am open to suggestions and always give my hon-
est opinion.  People tell me that I am inspirational 
and very motivational.

How do you plan to promote your candidacy and 
what will your official hash-tag (#) be for your 
campaign?

Thru social media & to bribe my friends with 
food to help me win.

#LiftyourvotesforGigi

Any scandals you care to come clean on before 
Fox News finds out?

Hmmm, where do I start?  This one time....lol. I 
am an open book, most of my life story is already 
on Facebook.  At 36, I have plenty of stories that 
I could write a book, that would turn into a best 
seller, that would end up on Oprah and that would 
end up winning awards for the best movie of the 
year.  I also eat A LOT of cheat meals....shhhh.

Is this your first foray into politics?
Yes and last.

Do you think you’ll become Central Delaware’s 
next Honorary Mayor?

Why not?

Honorary Mayor Candidate – Mr. Parris Patten
Mr. Parris Patten - Allstate- Parris Patten Insurance

Campaign Slogan:   
"Vote for PARRIS, unless you hate fun."

Campaign Song:   TBD

Signature Drink:    Strawberry Lemonade
What prompted you to run for Honorary Mayor?

I want to give back to the CDCC because they have 
helped my business grow. By introducing me to other 
business owners, we're able to share ideas.

Why does Central Delaware need an Honorary Mayor?
They need an honorary Mayor to be the voice of the peo-

ple, to promote the CDCC. Sometimes an outside voice 
can have more of an impact than someone that works for 
the CDCC.

What is the first “official act” you’d like to do as the Hon-
orary Mayor?

I would change the Small Business Saturday promo-
tion to a "Small Business EVERYDAY" promotion!

Why should people vote for you?
You should vote for me because I'm willing to jump into 

your selfie without any hesitation and you don't have to 
ask me!

How do you plan to promote your candidacy and what 
will your official hash-tag (#) be for your campaign?

I plan to call and visit businesses in Central Delaware to 
ask for donations. 

#SUCCESSISTHEONLYGOAL

Any scandals you care to come clean on before Fox News 
finds out?

NOPE! Whatever you think you know "it wasn't me"! 

Is this your first foray into politics?
It’s my first.

Do you think you’ll become Central Delaware’s next Hon-
orary Mayor?

I know I will!

Honorary Mayor Candidate – Dr. Dina Vendetti
Dr. Dina Vendetti, Principal at St. 
John's Lutheran School aka "The 
Best School in the Universe"

Campaign Slogan:    
VOTE VENDETTI: It’s the Principal 
of the Thing

Campaign Song: 
“Be True to Your School”

Signature Drink:    
An Apple-tini for the Teacher

What prompted you to run for Hon-
orary Mayor? 

Well, we at St. John’s are huge 
fans of the CDCC and we are happy 
to do whatever we can to promote 
how hard our chamber staff works 
on our behalf, and to brag about the 
way they support small business in 
Kent County.  This is one way of do-
ing that.  I am also very proud to call 
this area my home and this could 
give me a public way to share home-
town pride.  And finally, I’m really in 
it for the cool sash you get to wear at 
the end!!! :) 

Why does Central Delaware need an 
Honorary Mayor? 

Sometimes it takes someone to 
lead the charge in helping a commu-
nity to understand how much they 
have to be thankful for. Those who 
live in Central Delaware have MUCH 
for which to be grateful.  A person in 
an official (yet not so official) role like 
Honorary Mayor has the opportunity 
to serve as “community cheerleader” 
and can, in a very public way bring to 
light the amazing things about the 

place where we live.  And also, some-
one needs to wear the sash… :) 

What is the first “official act” you’d 
like to do as the Honorary Mayor? 

Put on the SASH!!! LOL!!! 
And/or pardon all those who vot-

ed for another candidate!  :) 

Why should people vote for you? 
After the election cycle that 

we’ve just experienced as citizens, 
wrought with name calling, finger 
pointing, and general negativity, I 
believe that people are ready for a 
positive campaign experience.  I am 
a generally positive “glass half full” 
kind of person and would promise 
that my campaign (and tenure as 

Honorary Mayor) would be posi-
tive as well, focusing on the things 
we have in common rather than the 
things that divide us.  We can do far 
more to promote a good life in Kent 
County when working together than 
we could ever do on our own.  And 
besides, the sash is blue and I look 
really good in blue.

How do you plan to promote your 
candidacy and what will your official 
hash-tag (#) be for your campaign?

I plan to reach out to various 
groups around town of which I am 
a part – Rotary, LCD Steering, LCD 
Class of 2004, Leadership Mastery, 
Family Members, and Friends.  I will 
be soliciting funds through an email 
and letter campaign.  I will also post 
something on Facebook.  I am not 
able to directly able to solicit funds 
from my school families or congrega-

tion members – but IF (when) they 
hear about this and want to donate, 
gifts will be accepted.  

#wantthesash   #principaloft-
hething   #votevendetti

Any scandals you care to come clean 
on before Fox News finds out? 

Who cares about Fox News? – I’m 
more concerned about my kids at 
school or my pastor finding things 
out!!!  Although, my biggest scan-
dals usually involve them… kissed a 
variety of barnyard animals, rode to 
school on a horse, spent a morning 
going in and out of a dunk tank in 42 
degree weather, walked around town 
in my pajamas or covered in shaving 
cream or mud or paint… really the 
list is too long to continue…

Is this your first foray into politics? 
It’s my first time involving myself 

in this kind of public politics… But 
you have to remember, I work pri-
marily with middle school students – 
I’m deeply involved in politics every 
day of my life!!!

Do you think you’ll become Central 
Delaware’s next Honorary Mayor? 

Absolutely!!!  Of course, I also 
believe that we are going to get a 
“state-of-emergency kind of snow-
storm” and lots of snow days at 
home before this winter’s over… I’m 
pretty big on the tooth fairy… and I 
believe that, one day, the Ravens will 
be back in the Super Bowl!  I also 
believe that, at the end of this cam-
paign, I’ll get the SASH!!!

Honorary Mayor Candidate – Sarah Zimmerman
Sarah Zimmerman - First State Heritage Park

Campaign Slogan:    It's Super with SARAH!

Campaign Song:   n/a

Signature Drink:    Rum. Just RUM!

What prompted you to run for Honorary Mayor? 
I was able to secure an amazing (insider) campaign 

manager-ahem Felicia Cook- so I said, let's do it!

Why does Central Delaware need an Honorary Mayor? 
They need a nice, colorful figure to help bring smiles 

and attention to events- and regale members with witty 
and fascinating history stories.

What is the first “official act” you’d like to do as the 
Honorary Mayor? 

I would decree that all shall go to visit The Green and 
other historic sites in Downtown Dover (incidentally 
the Heritage Park) to learn/have fun with HISTORY!

Why should people vote for you? 
People should vote for me because I'm SUPER! Plus, 

I would look great in the mayor hat!
How do you plan to promote your candidacy and what 
will your official hash-tag (#) be for your campaign?

I plan to campaign hard and blanket Central 
Delaware with my  

#SUPERSARAH

Any scandals you care to come clean on before Fox 
News finds out? 

As long as my secret identity/alter ego is kept safe, I 
should be great!

Is this your first foray into politics? 
I think I was allowed to be hall monitor once or twice. 

That was certainly an election by my peers!

Do you think you’ll become Central Delaware’s next 
Honorary Mayor? 

INDEED!!



Q:  When did you begin working 
for this business and what is your 
role? 

Dr. Dina Vendetti began working 
at St. John’s in July of 2000.  She was 
called here to begin the elementary 
school program.  She serves as the 
principal and also teaches in their 
Middle School:  Religion, Litera-
ture, and Art History. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is ap-
proaching its 100th Anniversary in 
the next few years.  St. John’s Early 
Learning Center began operation in 
1989 on Lotus St. (same property as 
the church) – the preschool works 
with students ages 2 – 4 in both a 
preschool and day care setting.  In 
2000, the school began its elementa-
ry program on Walker Road.  They 
started with about 20 Pre K and 
Kindergarten kids and began add-
ing grade levels as these students 
progressed through the program.  
Eventually, the middle school was 
added.  Today, they operate a pro-
gram on Walker Rd. that goes from 
Kindergarten through 8th grade.  

St. John’s offers a quality Chris-
tian education in a traditional set-
ting, experiences of service and in-
volvement in the community, and 
intentional leadership training.  
Their academic program is execut-
ed by a well-trained staff who works 
diligently to involve the whole fami-
ly in the education of their children.  
In addition to the regular academic 
subjects like math, literature/read-
ing, language art, social studies, 
and science, the students also have 

opportunities each week to partici-
pate in “special” classes like music, 
physical education, music, Chinese, 
and library skills.  St. John’s School 
also offers extended care for our 
students – before school from 7 – 
8:30 am and 3 – 5:30 pm. 

“I believe that in the future St. 
John’s will continue to grow as a 
positive vital force in our communi-
ty,” Dr. Vendetti expressed.  “As we 
continue to serve the community by 
delivering a high quality education-
al experience, offer opportunities 
for our students to serve the com-
munity, and graduate people who 
are excellent citizens and effective 
servant leaders, we will become the 
private school of choice in our area.”  

Dr. Vendetti considers the mem-
bership in the Central Delaware 
Chamber of Commerce to be a real 
blessing to St. John’s School.  Join-
ing the Chamber in 2003 opened 
many doors for the school.  Shortly 
after joining, Dr. Vendetti was afford-
ed the opportunity of participating 
in Leadership Central Delaware 
(Class of 2004).  “As a newcomer to 
this area, it was immensely helpful 
to me to learn about Kent County 
and to meet the people who are the 
leaders in this area.” Dr. Vendetti 
stated. “It also gave me a chance to 
develop relationships with the wide 
variety of professionals that were in 
my class.” The education and the 
networking opportunities through 
that one experience truly helped to 

get St. John’s into the public eye.  
Vendetti serves on the LCD Steer-
ing Committee, was a recipient of 
the Small Business Person of the 
Year Award, and serves on the CD-
CC’s Board. 

“In short, Chamber membership 
has been an incredible gift and one 
for which we are very thankful.”

Fun facts about St. John’s Lu-
theran School:

• Sometimes people think that 
St. John’s School is limited to Lu-
therans – that is not the case.  We 
are owned and operated by the 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Syn-
od, but our student population is 
a mixed of children from many de-
nominations and faiths.  

• We are a small school – our 
classes are delivered in double 
grade classrooms and the average 
classroom size is about 12 students.  
Educational research shows that 
the optimal number of students in 
a class for the most retained knowl-
edge from learning is 8… we’re 
pretty close to that!  Our students 
receive a tremendous amount of 
attention and do not risk “falling 
through the cracks.”  

• We love company – feel free to 

come by and visit us anytime.  It’s 
one of those places that you really 
have to SEE to understand what 
happens here. 

• Our school motto is “Grow-
ing Disciples, Building Communi-
ty.”  

• Our school’s Bible verse is 
“Consecrate yourselves, for to-
morrow the Lord will do amazing 
things among you!” Joshua 3:5

• One of our schools biggest 
strengths is that we are more than 
an education for students – we are 
an experience for the whole family.  
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2017 Central Delaware Honorary Mayor Events 

The Honorary Mayor of Central Delaware Program is a fundraiser for the CDCC  
and all funds raised go toward events and programs of the CDCC. 

“Honorary Mayor Guest Bartending” 
Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Hosted at: Cowboy Up 
1036 Lafferty Ln, Dover, DE 19901  

Time: 5:30pm—7:30pm 
Networking , Entertainment, Cash Bar & so much more! 

Come support the candidates as they make their signature drinks 
and more! All tips go toward their campaign.  

Food provided by Cowboy Up  
 

                Register to attend at  
      www.cdcc.net or 302-734-7513 

Thank You for Your Renewal!
Willis Chevrolet, Inc. ...............................................................39
Courtland Manor, Inc. ............................................................38
Richard Y. Johnson & Son, Inc. ...........................................35
Holden Dodge, Inc. .................................................................34
POLYTECH School District .................................................31
Comcast ....................................................................................28
Hanesbrands, Inc. ...................................................................28
PNC Bank Delaware - Greentree Branch ..........................26
R & R Commercial Realty, Inc. ............................................21
Lessard Builders, Inc. ............................................................20
The Delaware State Fair, Inc. ...............................................19
Artesian Water Company, Inc. .............................................17
RE/MAX Avenues ...................................................................17
Pepsi Bottling Ventures of Delmarva .................................16
Dover Symphony Orchestra .................................................14
Home Instead Senior Care ...................................................14
Incorporating Services, Ltd. .................................................13
Local 360 Media .......................................................................13

Choices for Community Living - Delaware .......................12
Yencer Builders, Inc. ..............................................................11
Comfort Inn & Suites Dover ..................................................9
Dan Mikkelson ...........................................................................9
Eagle Hospitality Group, LLC - Mainstay Suites ..............9
Handy Tube................................................................................9
Jeweler's Loupe .........................................................................9
Always Advertising, Inc. ..........................................................8
Merry Maids ...............................................................................7
Service Unlimited, Inc. ............................................................7
Sherry T. Wilkins Hypnotherapy, LLC ..................................7
The Kritter Sitter, LLC ............................................................7
All Restored Inc. .......................................................................6
Delaware Farm Bureau............................................................6
Hertrich Nissan, Inc. ................................................................5
American Legion Post 14 & Station 64 ................................4
Delaware Health Information Network ...............................4
Glidden Professional/PPG ......................................................4

Royal Pest Solutions ................................................................4
Yogi Bear's Jellystone Park at Delaware Beaches .............4
DelVideo Productions ..............................................................3
Fairway Independent Mortgage ............................................3
Little Caesers .............................................................................3
Spay Neuter Clinic ....................................................................3
Super 8 Hotel .............................................................................3
AAA Midatlantic .......................................................................2
Alex Contant ..............................................................................2
Aurora Academy of Hair Design, Inc. ...................................2
Representative Lyndon D. Yearick .......................................2
Two Ment & A Truck ...............................................................2
A. Kreiner Company.................................................................1
Allstate Parris Patten Insurance, Inc. ..................................1

Axia Management.......................................................1
Buffalo Wild Wings/High 5 Hospitality, LLC. ......................1
Delmarva Veteran Builders, LLC. .........................................1
Dover Federal Credit Union-Smyrna ...................................1

Member of the Month

Name:  Dr. Dina Carol Vendetti  
Title:  Principal

Name of Business:  St. John’s School  
Address:  1156 Walker Road, 

 Dover, DE 19904

Hours:  All Classes operate from 8:30 am – 
3 pm, Extended Care from 7 am – 5:30 pm

Phone:  (302) 734-3767

Website:  www.stjohnsdover.com   
Email:  dina_vendetti@verizon.net



Thank You, Military Affaire Sponsors!
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Photo by SMSgt Kimberly Spinner, 436 Airlift Wing Public Affairs 

5 Star Sponsors
 

Air Force Association – Galaxy Chapter
Bancroft Construction Company

Ceil Jones, Realtor / Myers Realty
Chesapeake Utilities Corp.

City of Dover
CNU Fit, LLC

Comcast
Delaware State News

Diamond State Financial Group
Dover Delaware MOAA - Ron Sarg

Dover Federal Credit Union
George & Lynch, Inc.

Robert Mooney, Former Mayor Camden
Noble’s Pond

PPG Industries, Inc.
Wilmington University

4 Star Sponsors
AMC Museum Foundation Board

Dover Post
The Kritter Sitter, LLC

Magnolia & Vine
Sam’s Club

St. John’s Lutheran Church & School
Wattay Accounting

Thank You! to our Young Professional’s Confer-
ence Host Dover Downs® Hotel & Casino 

and event sponsors 
Delaware State University, 

Del-One Federal Credit Union, 
Delaware Technical Community College, 

Lasertone Business Systems, and Wesley College 
for an amazing event! 
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• Promote your business in the Chamber’s
 monthly newspaper and…
• Reach an audience that has an interest 
 in improving their business  
 and the willingness to spend 
 money to do so. 
• Enjoy the benefi ts of being associated 
 with a well-known and
    respected business organization. 
• Expand the reach of your message with 
 the web presence your ad 
 will receive each month. 
• Get more results from your ad because of
 the full color, high-quality 
   reproduction of this publication. 

Chamber
onnections

Support the Chamber and expand your business reach.
Reserve your ad today!

Contact your Delaware State News Advertising Representative 
for more details. Call 741-8200 or 
email adsupport@newszap.com

Interested in reaching a 
targeted audience of 

business owners/leaders?

 
 
 
        

 
      

Save the Date… 
Bluesuiters Golf Tournament 

 
A day of friendship & fun for golfers of every skill level. 

Each team will be made of 2 members of the Dover 
Community & 2 Dover AFB Airmen 

 

DATE: Wednesday, May 17, 2017 
 

PLACE:  Jonathan’s Landing 
              Golf Course 

 

TIME:  10:00am Registration 
               11:00am Shotgun Start 

includes Lunch, Beverages, & Dinner 
 

Click on the May 17th date on the CDCC website 
calendar for golfer registration & 

sponsorship information! 
 

   For questions please contact the CDCC Office: 
   Cristal Brenneman, Director of Special Events 

   #302-734-7513 
     email: cbrenneman@cdcc.net 

March
Thursday, March 2nd 
 Kent County is Open For Business  
 8:30am-10am, Kent County Levy Court
Thursday, March 2nd 
 Leadership Central Delaware 
 8am-5pm, Criminal Justice
Thursday, March 2nd  
 Honorary Mayor Celebrity Bartending  
 5:30pm-7:30pm, Cowboy Up
Monday, March 6th 
 Executive Committee Meeting 
 8am-10am, CDCC Office
Tuesday, March 7th 
 Innovative Initiative  
 8:30am, Faw Casson
Wednesday, March 8th 
 Coffee Coaching 
 8am-9am, CDCC Board Room
Thursday, March 9th 
 Member Orientation 
 8:30-10am, CDCC Board Room

Tuesday, March 14th 
 CDCC Board Meeting 
 7:30am, Dover Downs Festival Buffet
Tuesday, March 14th 
 Marketing Committee Meeting 
 9am, CDCC Board Room
Wednesday, March 8th  
 LCD Class of 2017 Invitational 
 5:00-7:00pm, Dover Downs Lobby Bar
Tuesday, March 21st 
 LCD Steering Committee Meeting 
 12 Noon, CDCC Board Room
Wednesday, March 22nd  
 Legislative Luncheon 
 11:30am-1:30pm, Dover Downs
Wednesday, March 29th 
 Ambassador Meeting 
 4:30pm, Johnny Janosik
Wednesday, March 29th 
 Sunset Business Mixer 
 5pm-7pm, Johnny Janosik

April
Wednesday, April 5th 
 Women & Wine 
 5-7pm, Topper’s Spa
Thursday, April 6th 
 Kent County Is Open For Business  
 8:30am-10am, Kent County Levy Court
Thursday, April 6th 
 Leadership Central Delaware 
 8am-5pm, Healthcare
Tuesday, April 11th 
 CDCC Board Meeting 
 7:30am, Dover Downs Festival Buffet
Tuesday, April 11th 
 Marketing Committee Meeting 
 9am, CDCC Board Room
Wednesday, April 12th 
 Coffee Coaching 
 8am-9am, CDCC Board Room

Thursday, April 13th 
 Member Orientation 
 12-1:30pm, CDCC Board Room
Tuesday, April 18th 
 16th Annual 55+ Senior Expo 
 9am-4pm, Dover Downs
Friday, April 14th 
 Good Friday Office Closed
Tuesday, April 25th 
 LCD Steering Committee Meeting 
 12 Noon, CDCC Board Room
Wednesday, April 26th 
 Ambassador Meeting 
 3:30pm, ??????
Wednesday, April 26th 
 Sunset Business Mixer/
 Member to Member Expo/
 Honorary Mayor Reveal 
 4pm-7pm,  ??????

Caliber Home Loans welcomes 
Darren Corder to the team!  Darren 
Corder is a Certified Military Home 
Specialist who’s main focus and ef-
forts are for the military and veteran 
community.

Darren brings over 15 years of 
lending experience to the organiza-
tion. Darren is also a proud US Navy 
and Delaware Army National Guard 
veteran.  

When asked how to describe his 
business:

I strive to provide world class, 
"Raving Fan" lending services to 
present and future homeowners, 
creating solutions for almost every 
conceivable need in relation to res-
idential financing.

My team is "LASER FOCUSED" 
on helping the military and veteran 
community in the home purchase 
process.

To get more information, or to 
confidentially apply, please go to 
www.darrencorder.com.

Past/Current/Future activities:
Recognized as the VA Loan Ex-

pert by my peers, colleagues, realtor 
community, and the military/veter-

ans community at large.
Approved Instructor - Delaware 

Real Estate Commission
Instructor - VA Boots to Home-

buying - 3 CE Course, Delaware Real 
Estate Commission

Instructor - VA Loans and Prepa-
ration - Yellow Ribbon Re-Integra-
tion Program

Instructor - VA Loans and Prepa-
ration - Delaware Joining Forces

Director - Delaware National 
Guard Youth Foundation

Volunteer - Delaware Joining 
Forces

Volunteer/Exhibitor - Annual 
Stand Down Event

Volunteer/Contributor - New Cas-
tle County Board of Realtor Affiliate 
Board

Volunteer - Numerous Military/
Veteran support activities

Member - Delaware Association 
of Realtors Affiliate

Member - New Castle County 
Board of Realtors Affiliate

Member - Central Delaware 
Chamber of Commerce

Member – CDCC Military Affairs 
Committee

Calendar of Events New Member Spotlight

 

YOU’RE INVITED TO 
The Annual  

Leadership Central Delaware 
Invitational & Alumni Reception  

Interested in Leadership  
Central Delaware? 

 Are you interested in learning about various leadership  
techniques that can help you further your career? 

 Do you want to sponsor and promote your business for 
10 months to 25-30 future community leaders? 

 Are you an Alumni of the Leadership Central Delaware  
Program? 

JOIN US!  
Networking ~ Delicious food ~ Cash Bar  

Cheese & Crackers ~ Fresh Fruit 
Chicken Cordon Bleu Bites ~ Crab Stuffed Mushrooms 

Pasta Station   
Applications Available that night for the 

Class of 2018!      
 
 
  

WHERE: The Lobby Bar 
 WHEN: Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

 TIME:  5:00pm—7:00pm 
 RSVP to: adminassistant@cdcc.net   
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APPLIED COMPUTER 
TECH SERVICES, LLC

www.appliedcomptr.com
email:davidjump@appliedcomptr.com

Computer Repair & Services
Tablet & iPad Repairs

David Jump
owner

(302) 697-2759
CELL (302) 943-1882

Helping you achieve the
American Dream of Home Ownership!

Cindy Thurman, Loan Offi cer
NMLS ID 159829  FIMC NMLS ID 2289
140 Greentree Drive, Dover, DE 19904
Offi ce 302-766-7402 
cindyt@fairwaymc.com • www.cindythurman.net

Copyright©2015 Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation. NMLS#2289.
4801 S. Biltmore Lane, Madison, WI 53718, 1-877-699-0353. All rights reserved.

Kirlin’s Mower & Golf Car Shop LLC
103 Main Street | Ellendale, DE | 302-503-3048

Mon-Fri 8-5 • Sat. 8-12

Dale Kirlin, Owner
kirlinsmowershop@aol.com
Over 12 Years Experience 

Snapper Mowers, Tractors & Zero Turn
Trojan Golf Car Batteries, Acrease
Tanka Power Equipment, Opti Oil
Briggs & Stratton, Tecumseh , Kohler
Generac Generators & Power Washers
Mantis Cultivators, Little Wonder, MTD
Murry, Mackissic Chipper Shredders

302-677-0020 • 302-363-3948
carole.kisner@gmail.com
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